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Abstract

Aim and introduction: The present study aims to provide a comprehensive
comparative analysis of the objectives and content of moral education curricula in
primary schools across four diverse educational systems: Iran, Finland, Japan, and
Canada. Amid accelerating globalization and increased exposure to multicultural
values, understanding how countries structure the moral education of their
youngest citizens is critically important—not only for national identity and cultural
continuity but also for preparing children for global citizenship. The need to
nurture ethically responsible and socially aware individuals is universally
recognized; however, the strategies, emphases, and value orientations vary
distinctly across different sociocultural and policy contexts.pskh-bh-dwrn-
wlyh.docx In recent decades, moral and ethical education has become a focal point
in curriculum reforms worldwide. Countries vary markedly in their approach:
some prioritize religious and traditional values, while others adopt more secular or
multicultural frameworks. Iran, drawing on rich religious and cultural roots, places
a premium on virtues grounded in Islamic teachings. Finland emphasizes social
justice and critical thinking, reflecting a broader Nordic commitment to equality
and democracy. Japan’s approach is underpinned by a philosophy of discipline,
empathy, and group harmony, consistent with its collectivist social ethos. In
contrast, Canada integrates moral education with citizenship, highlighting cultural
pluralism and dialogue, in line with its policies on multiculturalism and
inclusion.pskh-bh-dwrn-wlyh.docx The overarching objective of this research is to
elucidate both the convergences and divergences in the content, aims, and
implementation of moral education in primary school curricula in these four
countries. The goal is to identify best practices, reveal underlying educational
philosophies, and generate recommendations for curriculum development—
specifically regarding the fostering of authentic moral and ethical values among
students in Iran.

Methodology: This applied research employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical
methodology grounded in comparative education. The principal analytical
framework is Bereday’s model for comparing educational systems, which unfolds
in four systematic stages: description, interpretation, juxtaposition, and
comparison. Using this model, salient characteristics of each national curriculum
are first described and interpreted within their respective socio-historical and
cultural contexts. Subsequently, systematic comparisons are drawn to identify both
surface-level and structural differences and similarities. Data for the study were
obtained from both primary and secondary sources published between 2010 and
2023. Official policy documents and curriculum guides published by the ministries
of education in Iran, Finland, Japan, and Canada, as well as academic studies and
reports indexed in prominent Persian and English scientific databases, constituted
the primary corpus. A purposive sampling strategy was employed to ensure
coverage of key documents and diverse perspectives relevant to each context. Data
analysis was conducted iteratively, involving repeated readings, coding, and
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synthesis to identify core themes and distinctive features in the aims and content of
each curriculum. To ensure the credibility, transferability, dependability, and
confirmability of the findings, the study adopted strategies such as triangulation of
data sources, thematic coding, and peer debriefing. The international scope and
systematic use of authoritative sources lend robustness to the conclusions.
Finding: The comparative inquiry reveals clear distinctions as well as
commonalities in the design and intent of moral education within the four national
curricula:pskh-bh-dwrn-wlyh.docx Iran: Moral education in Iran is predominantly
theoretical and heavily rooted in Islamic doctrine. Core virtues include honesty,
faith, piety, respect for parents and elders, and the fulfillment of religious duties.
The curriculum stresses internalization of religious values and often frames ethical
education as an explicitly religious undertaking.pskh-bh-dwrn-wlyh.docx
Finland: Finnish primary education foregrounds social justice, democratic
citizenship, life skills, equality, and critical thinking. Moral education is situated
within a secular and humanistic context, with an emphasis on ethical reasoning,
empathy, and building a just democratic society. The approach is integrated across
various subjects and activities rather than confined to separate lessons.pskh-bh-
dwrn-wlyh.docx Japan: Japan’s curriculum is characterized by a focus on
discipline, cooperation, responsibility, and empathy, with particular attention to
group activities and community participation. The educational philosophy
prioritizes harmony, diligence, respect for diversity, and collective responsibility.
Content is experiential, with students engaging in cooperative tasks that foster
moral development through real-life situations.pskh-bh-dwrn-wlyh.docx
Canada: Canadian curricula integrate moral and ethical education with citizenship,
emphasizing cultural diversity, inclusion, dialogue, and critical engagement with
social issues. Students are taught to appreciate pluralism, respect differences, and
participate in democratic processes. The curriculum espouses the development of
both individual conscience and social responsibility, reflecting national values of
tolerance and inclusion.pskh-bh-dwrn-wlyh.docx Despite their differences, all four
countries ultimately aim to cultivate ethical citizens prepared to contribute
positively to society. What distinguishes them is the underlying value system,
degree of integration across subjects, balance between individual and collective
priorities, and methods by which ethical dispositions are instilled and assessed.
Discussion and Conclusions: This comparative analysis highlights that moral
education, particularly at the primary level, reflects deeper societal values,
historical trajectories, and policy priorities. Iran’s model, grounded strongly in
religious principles, aims to internalize moral values through transmission and
modeling but faces challenges in fostering critical engagement and adaptability
within pluralistic settings. Finland offers a secular and dialogical approach,
emphasizing critical thinking and active citizenship, which supports the
development of independent moral agents. Japan’s focus on experiential learning
and group solidarity promotes behavioral conformity and social harmony, while
Canada’s multicultural perspective encourages both individual agency and social
cohesion in a diverse environment. The findings suggest that Iran’s curriculum
would benefit from a renewed emphasis on authentic internalization of values—
shifting from rote transmission to experiential and interactive learning.
Incorporating best practices from Finland, Japan, and Canada—such as critical
dialogue, experiential group work, and inclusivity—can help Dbalance
internalization with adaptability to contemporary pluralistic realities. Furthermore,
the study advocates for expanded research into the roles of digital tools and
family-school partnerships to enhance the effectiveness and reach of ethical
education. In summary, while nurturing ethical citizens is a universal goal, the
pathways are shaped by culture, ideology, and educational philosophy. By learning
from international experiences, national education systems can develop more
holistic and contextually responsive moral education curricula that prepare
children not only for responsible citizenship but also for constructive participation
in an interconnected world. Reason: The revision improves clarity, flow, and
readability by restructuring sentences and enhancing vocabulary. It corrects
punctuation and grammar errors, removes an irrelevant file name reference, and
ensures technical accuracy in describing educational approaches. The meaning
remains unchanged while the text becomes more polished and professional.
Keywords: Moral Education, Comparative Curriculum Analysis, Elementary
Education, Cultural Values, Citizenship Education, Pedagogy.
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