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Abstract

Aim and introduction: Education systems globally are actively working to
enhance their structure, organization, curriculum, teaching methods, and
assessment practices. This involves a notable move away from centralized,
standardized assessments toward decentralized, school-based evaluations, with
formative assessment gaining prominence for actively engaging students in the
learning process. Influenced by contemporary psychological theories such as
cognitivism and constructivism, assessment methods are evolving from
quantitative approaches to qualitative-descriptive ones. The constructivist
approach emphasizes the student's active role in constructing knowledge and
continuously reconstructing cognitive and emotional understanding through
interaction and feedback. Qualitative-descriptive assessment aligns with this
perspective by focusing on individual differences and ongoing learning processes
to enhance learning and foster a lifelong learning mindset. The portfolio is a
widely used tool in formative and qualitative-descriptive assessment. Unlike
traditional tests focusing solely on knowledge, portfolios capture the learning
process, individual identity, and performance. They encourage deep understanding,
higher-order thinking, self-regulated learning, and self-assessment, leading to
academic progress and skill development. Portfolios also aid in discovering talents
and tracking skill growth, promoting conceptual understanding, improved
behavior, and psychological well-being, while assisting teachers in effective
planning. Portfolios are highly valued as a constructivist learning approach.
However, a significant challenge is the inadequate understanding elementary
teachers regarding portfolio assessment. This complex process requires careful
collection and evaluation of student work. Teachers' perspectives vary depending
on their experience and training, which affects the success of implementation. The
lack of sufficient research on elementary teachers' perceptions of portfolios creates
a critical gap, potentially leading to inefficient implementation and inaccurate
student assessment, negatively affecting performance and motivation. Since
teachers' understanding profoundly influences their teaching, this study aims to
comprehensively explore the experiences and perspectives of elementary teachers
in Ahvaz regarding portfolio assessment to improve its effectiveness. The primary
research questions are: 1. What are elementary teachers' perceptions and beliefs
about portfolios? 2. How do elementary teachers perceive the role of portfolios in
assessment? 3. How do students use portfolios in their learning process? 4. How
can portfolios assist teachers in the teaching-learning process?

Methodology: This study adopted a qualitative, multiple case study approach.
This method was selected for its ability to address "how" and "why" questions,
manage phenomena beyond the direct control of the researcher, and enable in-
depth exploration through diverse data sources. It also facilitated the highlighting
of participant perspectives and strengthened the connection between the researcher
and the context. Eight elementary teachers from Ahvaz voluntarily participated,
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providing rich, saturated data. Data collection involved interviews, document
analysis, and observations. For interviews, two sessions were conducted per
teacher: an initial face-to-face interview, followed by a brief follow-up for
clarification. Document analysis included teachers' daily plans and curricula,
offering insights into their practices and beliefs. Observations comprised one-hour
classroom visits, recorded via video and notes, to capture -curriculum
implementation, teaching methods, and instructional models. Credibility and
trustworthiness were ensured through prolonged researcher engagement,
continuous observations, control of misunderstandings, and triangulation across
interviews, documents, and observations. Participant feedback on findings further
enhanced credibility. Transferability was supported by detailed descriptions.
Reliability relied on precise note-taking, audio recording, and re-coding by two
independent master's students to prevent bias. This comprehensive approach
ensured robust results.

Finding: Qualitative findings, derived from interviews, observations, and
document review, were analyzed using thematic analysis, which involved open,
axial, and selective coding to identify main themes. Four primary themes emerged
regarding portfolio applications from teachers' perspectives and observations.
Firstly, portfolios were seen as a collection of student works, with most teachers
viewing them as a tool for gathering student assignments and activities, and some
even using them for stakeholder documentation to record progress. However,
observations often revealed that these teachers focused primarily on mere
collection rather than valuing portfolios for learning, with minimal or no time
allocated for this purpose. Secondly, portfolios were perceived as an assessment
tool, with teachers using them to observe student progress, assess performance,
identify learning difficulties, and determine academic status. They believed
portfolios facilitated comprehensive reviews and supported self-assessment,
though observations indicated less frequent use for continuous assessment, being
primarily reserved for specific occasions or reporting. Thirdly, portfolios were
identified as a tool for discovering talents and abilities, with teachers believing that
reviewing portfolio content could easily reveal individual aptitudes, thereby
fostering self-efficacy and self-confidence. Lastly, portfolios were considered an
indicator of teacher activity, as educators felt that portfolios could reflect their
instructional activities and teaching methods, inferred from student assignments
and feedback.

Discussion and Conclusions: This multiple case study revealed a significant
discrepancy between elementary teachers' perceptions of portfolios and their actual
implementation. Teachers primarily viewed portfolios as a storage and
documentation tool for student activities, rather than as a means for deep learning
and comprehensive assessment. This limited understanding, consistent with other
research, suggests the tool's full potential remains underutilized. Regarding
assessment, teachers acknowledged portfolios' role in observing progress,
evaluating students, identifying difficulties, and fostering self-assessment.
However, observations indicated portfolios were rarely used for continuous
assessment, serving mainly for reporting purposes. This inconsistency points to
missed opportunities to leverage portfolios for ongoing learning improvement. The
findings concerning portfolios' role in discovering talents and abilities were
significant, demonstrating their capacity to boost self-efficacy and confidence.
Teachers also believed portfolios could reflect their own instructional practices,
supporting the notion that portfolios aid teacher professional growth. In summary,
despite an awareness of some benefits, teachers' dominant perception of portfolios
is as a documentation tool, not a dynamic learning and assessment instrument.
This gap demands serious attention. To enhance portfolio assessment quality, we
propose targeted training to clarify broader purposes; examining portfolios from
students' perspectives; investigating portfolios' role in teacher professional
development; and deepening the exploration of portfolios' educational dimension,
focusing on fostering active learning. These efforts are hoped to address current
deficiencies in elementary portfolio utilization.

Keywords: Qualitative-descriptive assessment, Assessment tools, Portfolio,
Elementary school.
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