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Abstract

Aim and introduction: In light of the increasing importance of knowledge
production and dissemination in the field of education, systematic reviews have
become a foundational method for evaluating and analyzing research trends. In the
knowledge-based era, understanding scientific trajectories and research
orientations in specialized journals is a vital tool for planning future studies and
scientific policymaking. Accordingly, the present study aims to provide a
comprehensive quantitative and qualitative analysis of articles published in the
Biannual Journal of Education and Learning Studies at Shahed University over a
20-year period (2004-2024). The main objectives include examining publication
trends, authors’ demographic characteristics, research approaches and methods,
and thematic areas of focus.

Methodology: Using a quantitative content analysis methodology, all articles
published in the journal (a total of 399 articles across 40 issues) were selected as
the statistical population. Data collection instruments included a content analysis
checklist and a verification list, both validated through expert judgment and
face/content validity procedures. Descriptive statistics (frequency, percentage) and
interpretive analysis techniques were employed for data analysis.

Finding: The findings are categorized into four main areas.
First, regarding publication trends, the number of published articles significantly
increased during the second decade (2014-2024) compared to the first. The highest
publication peak occurred in 2010 with 38 articles, while no articles were
published in 2012—a gap that may suggest underlying managerial or structural
issues within the journal. Second, analysis of authors’ demographic characteristics
revealed that out of 1,024 contributors, 68.8% were men and 30.1% women. The
majority held a Ph.D. (64.2%), with bachelor’s degree holders comprising only
0.48%. In terms of academic rank, the largest proportion belonged to the "other"
category (38.5%), followed by assistant professors (32.9%) and associate
professors (19.1%). Only 16% of the papers were single-authored, indicating a
strong tendency toward collaborative authorship. Most authors were affiliated with
public universities (71%), while non-profit institutions showed the lowest level of
participation. Third, from a methodological perspective, contrary to expectations,
quantitative research dominated (67.66%), followed by qualitative (28.32%) and
mixed-method approaches (4.01%). Qualitative methods such as content analysis,
phenomenology, and case studies were widely used, whereas surveys,
correlational, and quantitative content analysis were the most prevalent in
quantitative studies. The limited use of mixed and innovative methods highlights a
potential area for methodological development in future publications. Fourth,
content analysis revealed that topics such as identity construction, critical thinking,
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educational equity, teacher’s role, and lifelong learning were most frequently
addressed. Notably, identity construction emerged as a central theme in many
articles, reflecting the journal’s inclination toward theoretical and analytical
discussions in educational philosophy and pedagogy. However, topics like
educational technology, entrepreneurial learning, and project-based education
received relatively little attention, signaling thematic gaps that could be addressed
through more strategic editorial guidance.

Discussion and Conclusions: When compared with similar systematic reviews in
other Iranian academic journals (e.g., Higher Education Letter, Educational
Psychology, Leadership and Educational Management), the Journal of Education
and Learning Studies demonstrates a relatively strong position in terms of thematic
diversity and focus on cultural and psychological issues. The growing preference
for qualitative research and collaborative authorship trends also align with global
patterns. From a strategic perspective, this study can serve as a valuable reference
for journal policymakers in guiding and enhancing the quality of future
publications. The findings are also directly applicable to the planning of master’s
theses, doctoral dissertations, and research projects. Ultimately, it is recommended
that editors and members of the editorial board utilize the insights from this
analysis to proactively encourage scholars to produce knowledge in underexplored
areas and to emphasize methodological diversity and interdisciplinary approaches
in future submissions. In addition to the recommendations already proposed, the
development of a digital database on the journal’s website—which systematically
indexes all published articles based on thematic, methodological, and demographic
variables—could be a significant step toward improving researcher access to
analytical and structured information. Such a database, equipped with precise
keyword tagging, would assist emerging scholars in selecting thesis topics,
developing research proposals, and identifying existing research gaps. Moreover,
this platform could play a key role in supporting the editorial board’s strategic
decision-making and future policy development.

Keywords: Systematic Review, Content Analysis, Educational Research,
Methodology, Knowledge Production, Biannual Journal, Teaching and Learning,
Trend Analysis.
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