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Abstract

Aim and introduction: Teamwork in school is becoming more and more popular
and suitable for the new needs of 21st century schools. UNESCO has introduced
the skill of cooperation and teamwork as one of the seven general human skills in
the third millennium. The ability to work in groups is considered the third skill
after communication skills and analytical skills in individuals. The present study
aims to identify the challenges and solutions of teaching teamwork and interaction
with peers to elementary school students. Teamwork and cooperative learning lead
to dependence on each other and greater responsibility of individuals, creating a
positive sense of group tasks, greater self-confidence, improving performance in
learning, increasing cooperation-oriented skills, and creating a more dynamic
environment. Among the factors affecting students' teamwork, after the family,
teachers are the most significant and effective factor. Teamwork in elementary
schools is normal, but if teamwork is to be effective, it clearly requires different
skill sets from the teacher and the learner. Teachers must manage the process from
selecting the tasks to determining the appropriate learning groups. If the learning
environment created by teacher is proper, students will work collaboratively,
discuss, support, and challenge each other.

Methodology: The present study used a qualitative paradigm and interpretive
phenomenological method. Phenomenology is essentially the study of lived
experience or the life world. Phenomenology is concerned as an experienced
phenomenon by an individual, not with a world or reality separated from humans.
In these studies, the criteria for selecting participants are generally different from
those studies aimed to obtain statistical data. The goal of selecting participants in
phenomenological research is to select participants with a lived experience which
is of interest of this particular study and people willing to talk about their
experiences. In addition, these participants should be different from each other as
far as possible to allow to obtain rich and unique narratives about a particular
experience. The statistical population consisted of a group of teachers with the
required experience needed for this study.Among, 11 teachers were selected as a
statistical sample through purposive sampling. Theoretical sampling is a type of
purposive sampling that assists the researcher in creating or discovering theories or
concepts that have a proven theoretical connection to the developing theory. With
this description, theoretical sampling was used to conduct sampling at this stage.
In theoretical sampling, interviews were conducted from samples that are rich in
information in terms of the research objectives. In this method, sampling ends
when each category reaches theoretical saturation. The research tool in the
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qualitative section was a semi-structured interview. The reason for using this tool
was so that the participants could freely express their views without any theoretical
restrictions. To ensure the validity of the research, the researcher used peer review
and interviewee review methods to determine the validity of his research. For peer
review, the data analysis process and the results obtained were provided to the
colleagues to provide their own opinions. Also, after analyzing the data, the
researcher summarized it and presented it to several interviewees to review the
findings.

Finding: The results indicated that the challenges of teaching teamwork include
challenges of teamwork culture, student awareness, disregard for students'
interests, teachers, family, psychological and biological teamwork literacy. The
solutions include observing the principles of grouping and designing group
activities. Other results of the study showed that in order to solve the challenges of
teaching teamwork, it is necessary to observe the principles of grouping and
designing group activities. In relation to observing grouping, it can be noted that
many students avoid grouping with people other than their friends, which can have
various reasons, such as they feel more comfortable with their friends, so they can
more easily agree on the division of tasks and how to do them.

Discussion and Conclusions: As the results show students' relationships at school

are an important element in their relationship set. Given that school is a mandatory
feature of most students' lives, the nature of their relationships in this environment
can be very influential in terms of the quality of their experience. Relationships in
the school environment have increasingly attracted research interest in the past two
decades. Students who experience strong relationships in their schools, experience
better academic outcomes, reduced depressive symptoms, increased self-efficacy,
higher commitment, and a greater sense of security in the school environment.
Peer relationships are widely considered to be a factor influencing students'
psychological well-being in both positive and negative ways, and within the school
context, peer attachments contribute to the overall school climate. Understanding
that schools are one of the primary settings where peer attachments are formed,
their impact on students' experiences of school has attracted much research
interest. Viewing peer relationships as an asset for many students in their school
experience requires in-depth attention to the factors that promote this aspect of the
school's social ecology. Researchers found that students identified peer
relationships as a central component of their connection to school.

Keywords: Teamwork, Peer Interaction, Elementary School Students, Teachers.
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