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Abstract

Aim and introduction: Throughout history, education has sought to improve the
living conditions and promote the advancement of societies. Conflict, violence,
and strife are significant obstacles to the growth and development of society.
Therefore, establishing peace and reconciliation should be one of the important
goals of education. Peace education should begin in childhood, as this is the period
when children are most impressionable and will become the future builders of our
society. If students develop friendly relationships with one another in school today,
they are more likely to respect each other's rights in society tomorrow. This
foundation fosters a spirit of tolerance, patience, humility, and forgiveness.
Additionally, children will acquire a range of skills, including verbal and non-
verbal communication, interpersonal relationships, effective dialogue, and
improved collaboration in group activities.

Methodology: In the field of peace education, limited research has been
conducted despite its significant importance. Therefore, the aim of this study is to
identify the dimensions and components of peace education within the primary
school curriculum. The research questions are: a) What are the dimensions of
peace education in the primary school curriculum? b) What are the components of
peace education in the primary school curriculum? Data were collected using a
systematic review method. The selection and analysis of articles were conducted
following the method outlined by Wright et al. (2007), which consists of seven
steps: setting the research question, determining the work protocol, searching for
studies, extracting data sources, evaluating quality, analyzing data, and presenting
the results of the synthesis. Keywords were searched in two internal databases
(Iran Mag and Portal Jame Oloom Ensani) and two external databases (Web of
Science and Scopus). These databases are known for their reliable and high-quality
research, and they offer advanced and comprehensive search functionalities. The
total number of articles obtained, after applying the inclusion and exclusion
criteria, was 442, comprising 362 articles in Latin and 80 in Persian. Finally, after
screening, 36 articles were selected, and their validity was assessed using the
PRISMA method. To evaluate reliability, the results were analyzed through the
reliability index of the evaluators, and the agreement between the two coders was
established (above 0.8).

Finding: The results indicated that the dimensions of peace education within the
primary school curriculum encompass three key areas: individual, social, and
educational dimensions. Additionally, the components of peace education consist
of fourteen distinct elements. Three components were identified for the personal
dimension: personality and attitude development, skill development, and
knowledge and awareness development. For the social dimension, five
components were identified: family, society, media, government, and international
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influences. Lastly, for the educational dimension, six components were identified:
teachers' professional competence, the educational system, formal and informal
content, teaching methods, teaching principles, and the teacher-learner
relationship. In addition, concepts were extracted from the open codes for each
component, which can serve as a guide for executives and educational plans. For
example, regarding the teaching method component, we can refer to the following
concepts: the use of cooperative and group teaching methods, the implementation
of a problem-oriented approach in education (which involves identifying issues
and determining solutions), facilitating open and respectful dialogue among
learners about various problems, employing storytelling and dialogue as teaching
methods (to uncover issues and foster an atmosphere rich in imagination and
critical analysis), utilizing creative drama (through the careful selection of roles
and plays to practice the concept of peace), and integrating music in a holistic
manner (highlighting music's role in nurturing altruism, interpersonal cooperation,
and a sense of beauty).

Discussion and Conclusions: According to the results, peace education
encompasses various dimensions, including individual, social, and educational
aspects. This means that, in addition to fostering individual changes—such as
improvements in personality, attitudes, skills, awareness, and knowledge—there
must also be transformations within society (including family, community, media,
government, and international relations) and formal education (which involves the
professional competence of teachers, the educational system, both formal and
informal content, teaching methods, and the principles of instruction as well as the
relationship between teachers and learners). Therefore, all members of society
must take steps to teach peace to children and cooperate with one another to
achieve the desired outcome. In other words, these dimensions are interconnected,
and the success of one relies on the others. Additionally, to attain these dimensions
and components, one should pay attention to the underlying concepts involved. For
example, in the skills component, various abilities should be considered, including
conflict management, communication with strangers, friendship development, as
well as verbal and non-verbal skills. Various individuals taught these skills to
children. Additionally, in conjunction with educational implementers (teachers and
school staff), curriculum designers and planners should also focus on these
dimensions, components, and concepts, incorporating them into various parts of
the curriculum. Furthermore, textbook authors should revise their materials to
align with these dimensions and components.
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