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Abstract

Aim and introduction: One of the most important cultural institutions in any
society is education, which plays a crucial role in socializing individuals and
transferring knowledge among its members. Across different countries, the
attention and investment in education are commonly regarded as key indicators for
assessing the development of human societies. Furthermore, one of the
fundamental pillars of justice is educational equity, which serves as a vital aspect
of educational management. Educational equity refers to the universal access to all
educational resources and facilities. According to various global declarations,
education is a right for all children, regardless of whether they are typically
developing or have special needs. As the most significant institution for
implementing inclusive education, the education system is responsible for ensuring
that all children benefit from general education. Therefore, prioritizing the
education of exceptional students reflects a commitment to upholding social and
educational justice.

Also, at the central core of inclusive education lies the fundamental right to
"education for all". This principle emphasizes the importance of addressing the
diverse needs of children who are not enrolled in school or who may be
marginalized within the education system. The primary objective of inclusive
education is to provide equal opportunities for participation and equitable
treatment for all children. At its core, inclusive education seeks to transform the
education system to deliver quality education to every learner. In essence,
inclusive education represents a fundamental transformation. This indicates a
shifting paradigm in the education of children with special needs. In recent
decades, despite the growing emphasis on the importance of inclusive education,
research on the inclusion of exceptional students within the education system has
garnered less attention. The aim of this study is to identify and establish a
systematic framework for the factors and components of inclusive education in
schools.

Methodology: This study used a qualitative method and conducted a systematic
review of the meta-synthesis type. In order to achieve the objectives of this article,
a comprehensive review of the existing research in the field of inclusive education
for students with special needs was conducted. The seven-step method developed
by Barroso and Sandelowski was employed throughout this process. In this
context, a search was conducted using keywords related to children with special
needs, inclusive education, and the components and factors of inclusive education.
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This search was performed in internal databases from 2004 to 2024 and in external
databases. Out of 1,552 primary sources identified, 45 final sources were selected
after screening the primary sources. Overall, the analyzed sources met the criteria
for document selection, including title, abstract, and content relevant to inclusive
education in the field of education.

Finding: By reviewing the final selected sources, we initially extracted 256
primary concepts from the articles under study. After several sessions of reviewing
and categorizing these concepts, we identified 32 primary themes. Subsequently,
through the secondary coding process, we summarized the factors affecting
inclusive education for students with special needs into 11 secondary themes.

To assess the reliability of the meta-analysis, the kappa coefficient was calculated
using SPSS software. A significance level of 0.01 was applied, resulting in an
index value of 0.82, which indicates good and appropriate reliability. Also, to
assess the validity of the research, the findings were presented to five experts and
interpreters of qualitative research. After reviewing the study process, they
confirmed the qualitative results. Based on the research findings, the factors
influencing inclusive education are categorized into two main dimensions:

A. Intra-School Dimension: The intra-school dimension includes -effective
indicators and components resulting from the school and its associated factors. The
following elements are emphasized:

* Human Resources: This category refers to the inclusive teacher, the liaison
teacher, the principal, other administrative personnel, as well as both exceptional
and regular students.

* Physical Resources: This category includes facilities and equipment, spatial
resources and student density in the classroom.

* Financial Resources: This category encompasses financial support for teachers
and funding.

e Cultural Resources: This category encompasses the classroom and school
atmosphere, acceptance of diversity, and the promotion of participation and
cooperation within the school community.

* Curriculum: This dimension includes the suitability of the curriculum with the
abilities of exceptional students, the relevance of the curriculum to their specific
needs, the appropriateness of the curriculum for the educational setting, and the
compatibility of the curriculum with the overall educational environment.

* School Well-Being: This dimension refers to the degree to which a student feels
comfortable in the school environment and harbors positive feelings about their
educational experience.

B. Extracurricular Dimension: In the extracurricular dimension, effective
indicators and components resulting from factors outside the school are
emphasized, which include the following:

v" Educational System: This category refers to the way in which policies and
guidelines, as well as the lack of coordination in their implementation.

v" Family of Typical and Exceptional Students: This category includes the attitudes
and personality traits of family members, as well as the economic and social
conditions affecting families of both typical and exceptional students. It also
considers the support and involvement of parents.

v" Economic dimension: This dimension includes economic obstacles and the
process of budget allocation.

v" Society: This category includes the cultural dimension, the social dimension,
and participation with other institutions in society.

v" Teacher Training: This category includes the course content and duration of
programs offered at Farhangian University.

Discussion and Conclusions: Inclusive education is based on the consideration
of the rights of all human beings to equally benefit from the facilities of society, an
approach that considers abilities and needs as natural categories and gives society
the opportunity to respond, in a way that leads to the growth of the whole society
and gives importance and value to each of its members. Identifying the factors of
inclusive education and its correct and effective implementation ensures the self-
esteem, dignity and self-reliance of exceptional students and facilitates their active
participation in society.

Keywords: Inclusive education, Exceptional student, Special needs, Meta-
synthesis.
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2. Special needs
3. Intellectual Disability
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5. Hearing Impairment

6. Speech And Language

7. Visual Impairment

8. Traumatic Brain Injury

9. Orthopedically Impairment

10. Autism

11. Other Health Impaired

12. Specific Learning Disorder

13. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

(IDEA)
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2. United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
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3. nclusive education

4. Normalization
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