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Abstract

Aim and introduction: In recent years, families have become increasingly
discerning when selecting schools for their children. Some are particularly
stringent in this choice, as they believe that making the right decision regarding
their children's education can pave the way for a reputable and successful higher
education. School choice is a program or policy that allows parents and students to
select their child's school, enabling them to access equal educational opportunities
provided by the government and to explore a variety of educational approaches. In
this context, the present study aims to identify the dimensions and components of
applicants' preferences when selecting a school. It seeks to enhance understanding
of the characteristics that applicants desire in a school and to draw the attention of
the education system to this critical issue. The goal is to develop a roadmap that
can be applied to all schools, facilitating the qualitative improvement of
educational institutions based on the wishes and opinions of applicants.
Methodology: The present study employs a qualitative approach utilizing the
phenomenological method to gain a deeper understanding of the lived experiences
of individuals related to the research topic. The participants in this study consisted
of 18 individuals, including 6 parents, 7 school principals, and 5 administrative
experts, from four districts in Shiraz. They were selected through a purposive
sampling approach combined with the snowball method, all of whom were
involved in the student registration process. To gather information, an interview
was designed according to the research objectives and, with the approval of
experts in the field, was conducted in a semi-structured format. To analyze the data
obtained from the interviews, the thematic analysis method developed by Creswell
and Clark was employed. The following steps were taken to analyze the interview
data: a) Transcribing the interviews, b) Generating initial codes, c¢) Organizing
codes outside the discussion, d) Reviewing the themes, e) Defining and naming the
themes, and f) Summarizing all three categories to produce a final report. To
validate the findings, the criteria of acceptability and reliability were employed.
Acceptability refers to the degree to which the obtained results can be deemed
accurate and credible. Among the techniques associated with this criterion, the
self-review method employed by both the researcher and participants during the
data collection and analysis process was utilized. The initial model underwent
multiple reviews, and the suggested modifications were implemented accordingly.
Finding: In this research, four main themes and twelve categories were ultimately
derived from the interview data, following the procedural logic of the thematic
analysis method. Academic Identity: In the dimension of academic identity, which
encompasses components such as appropriate educational spaces and equipment,
comprehensive educational planning, and qualified teachers, academic
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achievement remains the primary concern for applicants seeking school
registration. Cultural Identity: Cultural identity can be viewed as a latent function
of schools that has overshadowed other educational roles in the current context.
Historical Identity: The historical identity dimension encompasses sub-dimensions
such as the school's history and age, the notable figures associated with the school,
and the extent to which families recognize and value the institution. School
Leadership: This dimension, referred to as school leadership in the present study,
comprises three components: participatory management, interactions with higher-
level structures, and engagement with families and external institutions.
Discussion and Conclusions: The results of the data analysis, conducted using the
procedural logic of the thematic analysis method, revealed that the highest
frequencies were associated with the following dimensions: the historical identity
of the school, the scientific identity of the school, the cultural identity of the
school, and school leadership. Each of these dimensions encompasses various sub-
components across all three groups. The present study demonstrates that parental
preferences, along with the professional opinions of experts and school officials,
may explain why the encouraging policies and laws approved by education
departments regarding school selection do not necessarily resolve the issue of
demand congestion in certain schools. Because it appears that factors beyond
academic achievement are significant in this regard. In this study, the main
dimensions were derived from the semantic commonalities of the concepts
discussed among all three groups of factors related to student enrollment. These
dimensions, highlighted in the introduction of the selected school, can serve as a
model for implementing changes, enhancing school quality, and addressing issues
of demand congestion as well as alleviating parents' concerns regarding student
registration. This study suggests that, to address this challenge, education
departments can reduce some concerns of applicants regarding the quality of
education by rotating successful administrators and teachers among different
schools. The formation and spread of the discourse "the best school is the one
closest to the student's residence" through mass media can reduce some of the
indiscriminate demands for enrollment in specific schools. Schools with low
demand should plan more interactive opportunities to promote their institutions. To
engage parents in school affairs, it is essential to gain their trust and build their
confidence. This can be achieved by strengthening and developing various
associations and organizations for parents of students within the schools.
Keywords: School, Registration, Choice, Beneficiaries.
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