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Abstract

Aim and Introduction: In contemporary Iranian history, Rasht should be
recognized as one of the leading cities in culture and education. Due to its strategic
location, its inhabitants were among the first Iranians during the Qajar era to
become acquainted with the foundations and concepts of the modern world, as
well as the role of education in development. This exchange of knowledge
facilitated greater understanding among nations. In the field of art, this
phenomenon was particularly evident in the 1960s and 1970s, leading to the
emergence of a substantial number of the most significant modernist Iranian artists
from these two decades, all of whom had completed their initial art education in
Guilan. The crucial point to note is that during the research period—the first half
of the 14th century—there was no official institution for visual arts education in
Rasht. Given this context, the primary focus of this research is to explore how,
despite the absence of formal and specialized art education courses during this
time, a significant number of outstanding and influential artists emerged. What
currents, teachers, or institutions existed that motivated, identified talent, and
educated this generation? This inquiry aims to enhance our understanding of the
cultural background of Rasht and the key figures involved in the art education
process during this era.

Methodology: This research employs a descriptive and historical method to
explore the social history of Rasht city, focusing on understanding its cultural
background and identifying the influential pioneers in art education during the first
half of the 14th century. For this purpose, several interviews were conducted with
veterans of art education in Rasht while studying the documents. The article
focuses on the period from the beginning to the middle of the 14th century in
Guilan Province, specifically in the city of Rasht. This era marked a time of
intensified modernization in Iran, which significantly influenced the culture and
society of Iranian cities. One notable consequence of this transformation was the
development of a new educational system, characterized by the establishment of
various educational institutions, including schools, colleges, and universities.
Findings: The significance of Rasht as a vital communication hub between Europe
and Iran has ensured that the city remains engaged in commercial, political, and
cultural relations with these regions, particularly with Russia.

The presence of foreigners, particularly Russians, who sought to expand their
influence in the northern region of Iran, has impacted not only the cultural and
social atmosphere but also the geography of Rasht. There is limited information
available regarding the state of art and its education in schools during this era, with
the exception of calligraphy. However, in the final years of the Qajar dynasty, the
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cultural landscape of Rasht began to evolve, leading to the emergence of various
art forms in public life. Theater was among the first art forms to gain popularity in
Rasht and received a warm reception. With the onset of the Pahlavi period and the
decline of traditional cultural hegemony, the situation gradually transformed,
allowing music to occupy a prominent position. Subsequently, in 1926, cinema
made its debut in Rasht. As a result, there is limited information available
regarding painting and visual arts in general, particularly since official institutions
for art education in Rasht took several decades to be established. However, with
the introduction of mandatory universal literacy at the beginning of the Pahlavi era
and the establishment of preparatory schools, art education was gradually
incorporated into the curriculum. Referring to the documents and memories of the
students from that time, it appears that Mehdi Markazi and Amir Hoshang Zarin
Kelk were the founders of the tradition of art education in Rasht. Gradually, with
the development of the new educational system, schools began to incorporate art
lessons. Between the 1950s and 1970s, art and craft classes were introduced in
secondary schools, and professional painters were often employed as instructors.
This shift contributed to a rise in the number of art enthusiasts and, consequently,
an increase in the demand for art teachers. Although there was no specific system
for art education, particularly in schools, the significant development of art
education in Rasht was largely independent of formal educational institutions.
Instead, it was primarily driven by artists who taught outside of government
establishments. This trend began in the late 1930s, coinciding with the emergence
of painting education at DaneshSara in Rasht. During this period, several Guilani
painters who had studied in Russia returned to Rasht and established a painting
studio. Among them, two of the most renowned artists were Reza Forouzi and
Mohammad Habib Mohammadi.

Discussion and Conclusion: Although government institutions played a
significant role in art education in Rasht and contributed to the discovery and
cultivation of a generation of important Iranian artists, the informal influence
exerted by independent artists had an even greater impact on attracting young
students. By establishing a studio in Rasht, these independent instructors brought
the art of painting to the community, allowing art enthusiasts to benefit from their
expertise whenever opportunities arose. The crucial aspect of these independent
teachers was their ability to comprehend the spirit of the times. As a result, they
laid the groundwork for the education of renowned artists in the first half of the
14th century, aligning with the discourse of modernism in culture and art that was
promoted and reinforced during the Pahlavi era. Therefore, in response to the
primary issue addressed in this research, it is important to note that, although the
introduction of specialized fields of art in academic institutions in Rasht city was
significantly delayed compared to many major cities in Iran, the efforts of
independent artists in this city played a crucial role in attracting art enthusiasts.
Keywords: Modern art, Social history of art, Formal art education, Guilanology,
Habib Mohammadi.
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