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Abstract

Aim and Introduction: The purpose of this research is to design a comprehensive
curriculum model for fourth-grade elementary school students using a thematic
approach. In the primary education curriculum, since the primary teacher instructs
all subjects at a single educational level, there is an opportunity to integrate these
subjects effectively. However, to date, very few efforts have been made in this
area. This research addresses the need for a practical guide to implementing a
consolidated curriculum, assisting teachers in delivering various lessons or themes
based on this scientific framework. With the framework provided by this research,
teachers can implement more effective integration strategies tailored to their actual
classroom conditions. The action plan presented in this research for integrating the
fourth-grade curriculum, by emphasizing small tasks, serves as a foundation for
achieving the primary objectives of the curriculum. Therefore, by identifying the
concepts, skills, and themes of the various fourth-grade lessons, a consolidated
curriculum practice guide has been developed for this grade level.

Method: The current research was conducted using qualitative content analysis.
The coding process comprised four steps. First, semantic units were extracted by
meticulously examining each book. It is important to note that semantic units can
consist of words, sentences, or paragraphs, and occasionally, multiple semantic
units may be present within a single sentence. In this research, the semantic units
identified are the goals and activities mentioned in the textbooks and teachers'
manuals. In the subsequent step, these semantic units were coded. Codes were
summarized into titles for each semantic unit. In the third step, codes with
common features were classified through grouping. In the final stage, the
relationships between the classifications of codes were analyzed to determine the
themes and main themes. The research conducted by Jalalpour et al. was utilized in
naming these themes. The validity of the consolidated themes was evaluated by ten
teachers with over 15 years of experience in fourth-grade elementary education, as
well as five professors from Farhangian University in the Department of
Educational Sciences, specializing in elementary education. The research
community encompasses all textbooks and teacher's guides for the fourth grade for
the academic year 2022-2023. To develop a practical guide for the consolidated
curriculum appropriate for fourth graders, sampling was excluded, and the entire
research community was examined.

Findings: The proposed concepts and skills derived from research findings are
based on the propositions outlined in upstream documents, including the document
on the fundamental transformation of education, the national curriculum


https://tlr.shahed.ac.ir/article_4523.html
mailto:K_hamidizadeh@cfu.ac.ir
mailto:Fatemehamirian1998@gmail.com
mailto:naeinifaeze@gmail.com

/ Journal of \

Training &
Learning
Researches

4 )

Received on: 09/06/2024
Revised on: 03/07/2024

Accepted on: 14/07/2024

A\ /

Research
Article

- /

Vol. 21, No. 1, Serial 39
Spring & Summer
2024
pp: 135-152

- J

document, and the goals for fourth-grade elementary education. This research
presents a stable framework. A consolidated curriculum with a thematic approach
has been designed specifically for fourth-grade students. The current study
presents a practical guide for the consolidated curriculum of the fourth grade in
elementary school. Based on the findings, one of the primary concept-oriented and
skill-oriented themes identified for fourth graders is the widely utilized toolbox,
which encompasses information literacy, gratitude, prayer, and the organization
and division of tasks. The skill-oriented themes for this grade level include
counting, drawing shapes, creating diagrams (classification), and constructing
tables. Additionally, nine concept-oriented themes were identified, which address
essential needs such as financial literacy, scientific understanding, literary and
religious figures, institutions, similarities and differences, the importance of
kindness, effort, and protection.

Discussion and Conclusion: One of the key findings of this study is the adherence
to the principle of vertical communication of content in the organization of the
elementary school curriculum. Consequently, the principles of learning concepts
and skills within a subject are structured to progress from simple to complex as
students advance through 2022-2023. Since most of the topics covered in the
fourth grade of elementary school align with those in the third grade, it can be
concluded that the principle of vertical communication of content has been
effectively implemented in elementary education. Based on this, it can be
concluded that the results of the consolidation of the fourth-grade primary school
curriculum suggest that similar consolidations can be easily implemented in other
grades. This provides a practical framework for primary school teachers.
Furthermore, the findings of this study indicate that the teacher's role should shift
from merely transmitting information to actively managing the students' learning
process. The key role of an integrated curriculum is executed by teachers. A
significant aspect of integration in the teaching process occurs through the
interactions between teachers and students, as well as among the students
themselves. In a consolidated curriculum, it is recommended that teachers employ
more problem-solving and collaborative teaching methods, which are considered
active educational strategies. Students should be presented with multi-dimensional,
real-life problems and situations, prompting them to consider which aspects of
mathematics, Farsi, and other subjects are necessary to seek assistance in solving
the problem.

Keywords: Integrated curriculum, Fourth grade, Thematic approach, Elementary
school.
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