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Abstract

Aim and Introduction: Considering the significant changes and developments in
working environments, particularly in education, and recognizing the importance
of enhancing teachers' skills, it is essential to implement in-service training courses
for educators. However, due to the ineffectiveness of these courses in improving
teachers' competencies, it is crucial to investigate and evaluate their content. This
research aims to analyze the curriculum of in-service training courses for
elementary school teachers to strengthen their educational competencies.
Therefore, the researchers seek to answer the following questions:

What are the shortcomings of the curriculum content in in-service teacher courses
concerning the understanding of the nature and educational methods related to the
competencies of elementary school teachers?

What are the implications of the curriculum content in in-service teacher courses
on the ability to analyze educational situations and the educational competencies
of elementary school teachers?

What are the implications of the curriculum content in in-service teacher courses
on the ability to recognize educational opportunities and its effects on the
educational competencies of elementary school teachers?

Method: This research is quantitative in nature, functional in purpose, and
employs a survey as its data collection method. The statistical population for this
study comprises all elementary school teachers in the 5th district of Tehran,
totaling 1,420 teachers. A simple random sampling method was utilized for this
research, with the sample size determined using Morgan's table, resulting in a
sample of 303 teachers. The data collection tool is a researcher-made
questionnaire, with items developed based on the national teacher education
curriculum document. This questionnaire consists of 30 items across three scales
and is designed using a five-point Likert scale. Data description and analysis were
conducted through normality tests, as well as descriptive and inferential statistics.
The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test was used to assess data normality. The statistical
methods employed in the descriptive analysis include mean, standard deviation,
and coefficient of variation, while the inferential analysis utilized a one-sample t-
test.

Finding: The findings indicated that the shortcomings in the curriculum content of
in-service teacher courses, which pertain to understanding the nature and methods
of education, include the following: a need to enhance the reasoning and critical
thinking skills of students, the importance of nurturing and guiding students'
talents to benefit both individuals and society, the necessity of transferring moral
values, citizenship, and a sense of national belonging from teachers to students,
and the observation that Islamic educational methods have been prioritized over
other approaches.

In addition, the shortcomings of the curriculum content in in-service teacher
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courses related to the ability to analyze educational situations include the
following: teaching the sociology of education in these courses emphasizes the
importance of empowering teachers to utilize emotional intelligence skills for
emotional regulation and sound decision-making. Furthermore, while empowering
teachers to apply technical rationality alongside artistic rationality is
acknowledged, the emphasis on empowering teachers to engage in reflective
thinking during action has been given lower priority. Conversely, greater priority
has been placed on empowering teachers in the areas of classroom management
and their awareness of subject matter and educational methods in various
situations. Additionally, the impact of the curriculum content in in-service courses
for teachers on their ability to recognize educational opportunities and their effects
should be emphasized. These courses focus on empowering teachers to design
educational strategies that align with the system's goals and the real-life
experiences of students. However, various types of programs that consider the
cognitive, attitudinal, and emotional needs of teachers, as well as creating learning
opportunities for students, are often given lower priority. In contrast, these courses
prioritize teachers' understanding of the foundational values of the governing
system, as well as their familiarity with the goals, prospects, and policies related to
their roles within that value system.

Discussion and Conclusion: According to the findings in the pathology of the
teacher training curriculum, it can be concluded that the in-service courses for
teachers are centered around two main axes. The first axis of these courses centers
on the teacher, with the primary focus being on their development. While it is
essential to enhance the skills of educators, it is equally important not to overlook
the needs of the students. Improving a teacher's abilities should ultimately
contribute to the advancement of their students; if it does not, it indicates that these
courses are ineffective and may be part of a flawed system. The second axis
emphasizes the importance of education and teaching, which has often been
neglected. Disregarding this fundamental aspect can lead to serious and lasting
consequences for students. The content taught to teachers in these courses
primarily focuses on various teaching methods for students. However, these
courses should also inspire and encourage teachers to engage in critical thinking,
research, and creativity. By fostering these skills, teachers can be equipped with
valuable tools that enable them to apply specific teaching methods effectively in
diverse situations. In addition to their teaching responsibilities, teachers fulfill
various other roles that are often overlooked in these courses. For instance,
teachers can play a significant role in designing educational strategies and
fostering students' personal development, aspects that these courses tend to
neglect. Furthermore, these courses typically focus on a single teaching method.
To ensure that in-service training achieves its ambitious objectives, the national
teacher education curriculum should be structured in a way that aligns the
educational content of in-service courses with the current needs of both teachers
and students. The educational content of these courses should primarily focus on
the interaction between teachers and course instructors. By leveraging reliable and
up-to-date knowledge in the development of the curriculum, which serves as the
foundation for enhancing various competencies among teachers, we can
significantly improve their professional skills.

Keywords: Curriculum Content, Teacher Competence, In-Service Education,
Pathology, Educational Competence.
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